Knorr CCFCC Junior Culinary Challenge Update

I know that many of you have been asking what is taking place regarding the 2006 Knorr CCFCC Junior Culinary Challenge Competition and I need to explain the delay in getting information to you.

After last years’ televised competition – soon to be shown as an eleven part series on Global television – Unilever underwent a huge restructuring. This has resulted in a lot of new people having to be “brought up to speed” not only on last year’s events and the TV show, but also on the CCFCC’s plans for 2006. A new contract has had to be negotiated to include sponsorship of CCFCC Culinary Team Canada, the Provincial competitions and a potential, but not yet guaranteed, repeat of the television series.

Together with all of the work that Unilever have been doing on the approval of the TV show by the CRTC, national promotions of the show etc., the process has been fraught with delays.

We can advise that we now have approval in principal together with sponsorship, to proceed with the Provincial competitions at the college level. Sponsorship from Knorr will continue to be $2500 per Province. This year there will be no additional sponsorship for holding the Provincial events in a public forum, which means that Toronto, Quebec and BC competitions will revert to the college format.

We are hoping that Knorr will have the application forms available and up on the website by early next week. Please be advised that the deadline for receiving applications has been extended to January 31 2006.

We have been asked to plan for the possibility that the television series will be repeated in 2006. To this end we are asking that the Provincial competitions be held during March and April and that the dates are grouped to allow minimum travel time for the television crew. The National final will take place at our National Conference in June in Outouais.

I have accepted the resignation of Erik Andersen as Chair of this competition and thank him on behalf of all of us for his excellent work over the last three years. This year, Hans Anderegg will chair the competition. Hans will be contacting the Branches in the next week to confirm dates for the Provincial competitions.

Once again, I ask for your understanding and cooperation with this matter. It has been a very busy and difficult time for all of us but hopefully everything will be resolved quickly and we will all be able to move on to yet another successful year of competition for our young members.

Bruno Marti

President CCFCC

